FINAL DRAFT

Terms of Reference for BDA/HCA Liaison Group

Name

The group will be called the “Joint Working Party on Food Service and Nutritional Care Development”

Aim

To provide a joint forum of the BDA and the HCA, to encourage and support dietitians and caterers working together and moving best practice forward in food service and nutritional care in hospitals across the UK.

Objectives

1. To encourage and enhance closer working relationships between the HCA and the BDA.

2. To encourage caterers and dieticians to co-operatively work together in the provision of food and nutritional care.

3. To encourage all health professionals within the hospital to recognise the importance of food as treatment.

4. To promote catering as a clinical priority.

5. To promote and encourage the implementation food service aspects of the Council of Europe (COE) resolution on food and nutritional care in hospitals across the UK.

6. For the BDA and the HCA to jointly lead on plans to promote the implementation of the COE recommendations.


7. To proactively develop joint public relations activities in promoting the use of food and nutrition in the hospital environment.

8. To provide professional advice jointly to the relevant government bodies across the UK. 

9. To develop and maintain joint links with relevant bodies at home or abroad.

Liaison Group - Membership and Quorum

The liaison group will be chaired on an annual basis, alternating between the BDA and the HCA. The secretariat for the group will be provided through the chair. 

BDA Membership

· Representatives from

England








Northern Ireland






Scotland






Wales

· Chairman of the Food Counts group

· BDA Link to the Professional Development Committee & Council

· Total



6

HCA Membership

· 3 HCA National Officers also to provide representation for England.
· Representatives from
Scotland
Northern Ireland

Wales

· Total


6

To co-opt members as required with specific expertise.

Quorum

The quorum will be at least 5 delegates at each. 

Communications 
Appendix                      1 and 2

Communications Charts

BDA HCA Joint Working Party Terms of Reference – FINAL DRAFT 5th May 2004


