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NEW CHAIRMAN AND NEW PRESIDENT FOR HOSPITAL CATERERS ASSOCIATION (HCA)
KEVAN WALLACE BECOMES NEW HCA CHAIRMAN

Kevan Wallace has been elected as the new Chairman of the Hospital Caterers Association (HCA) from April 2009 – 11.  He replaces Neil Watson-Jones who has now completed his two year term in office from April 2007 – 2009.   
Kevan joined the Hospital Caterers Association (HCA) in June 1999 and has always been an active member of the South West Thames Branch, taking on the role of Branch Chairman and Conference Secretary to the National Conference 2005. He then went on to be Branch representative at Council before taking on the post of National Vice Chairman in 2007 progressing to his new role of National Chairman this year.
Currently the Assistant Hotel Services Manager – Catering at Frimley Park NHS Foundation Trust in Surrey, Kevan’s career has spanned 39 years in the hospitality sector.  He started out in hotel management and then transferred to the contract catering sector, working at a wide range of organisations. For the past 18 years, he has held positions within the NHS, starting at Guys Hospital working on the pilot for Good Food at Guys.  He then went on to join Frimley Park Hospital in August 1996. Passionately committed to hospitality and catering, Kevan studied for Foundation Degree in Hospitality Management which added to his understanding of the more commercial aspects of catering within the hospital environment.

Commenting on the role ahead of him, Kevan Wallace says:  “I am a great believer in the best possible food for patients as part of their care programme. Food must be nutritional, appetising as well as tasting good.   The Better Hospital Food programme raised the public’s awareness of the importance of hospital meals and its contribution to patient recovery and well being but other areas of public concern have increased with initiatives such as Protected Meal Times, Improving Nutritional Care, Tackling Obesity and more recently Sustainable Food in Hospitals.  We still have much to do to improve patient nutrition and to tackle the still unacceptable levels of malnutrition particularly amongst elderly patients”.
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NEW HCA PRESIDENT, BARONESS RENNIE FRITCHIE DBE

Baroness Rennie Fritchie DBE has been elected as the new President of the Hospital Caterers Association (HCA).  She takes over from former President, Lady Caroline Waldegrave.

As a ‘portfolio’ worker Rennie Fritchie has a number of jobs and positions. Her main substantial posts are Consultant on Strategy and Leadership working out of Mainstream Development. She is also Chair of 2gether NHS Foundation Trust Mental Health.

 In July 2005 she took her seat in the House of Lords as a crossbencher. The Baroness is an Honorary Visiting Professor with a Chair in Creative Leadership at York University, Vice Chair of the Stroud & Swindon Building Society until 2008,  Pro Chancellor of Southampton  University until 2007 and a Fellow of the Sunningdale Institute, part of the National School of Government.  She is also Chair of the Independent Selection Board, Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors, Chair of the Advisory Board, Web Science Research Institute, Vice Chair Audit Committee, Scottish Public Service Ombudsman. In addition she is a member of the Editorial Board of Whitehall and Westminster World, and she is also a member of the British and Irish Ombudsman Association.

Her charitable work includes Vice President of the British Lung Society, Gloucestershire Ambassador for Gloucestershire First, Patron of the Pied Piper Appeal for a children’s hospital and Patron for Winston’s Wish, a grief support charity for children, President of the Chromic Pain Policy Coalition and Ambassador for St Andrews in Scotland.  She is also Patron of Women in Banking.
She is the recipient of Honorary Degrees from the Universities of York, Southampton, Oxford Brookes, St Andrews Scotland, Queen’s Belfast, The Open University and Hull University, and holds Fellowships from the University of Gloucestershire and The City and Guilds.

On 1st March 1999 Baroness Fritchie was appointed Commissioner for Public Appointments, a role she held for almost seven years until 1st January 2006. As independent Commissioner her role was to regulate, monitor, advise and report on Ministerial appointments.

Commenting on her new role as President of the Hospital Caterers Association (HCA), Baroness Fritchie says:  “’I’m honoured and delighted to be invited to be part of such an important and influential organisation. I look forward to working with the HCA as it continues to provide professional support and leadership for all its Members.”
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